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Daniel's life – c. 621 – 530 BC (91 yrs.)
Daniel's life in Judah

Daniel's service to Babylon

Daniel's service to the Medes and the Persians

King Josiah begins his reign as a good king of Judah (640-609) – 640/641 BC

Approximate time of Daniel's Birth (assuming he was 16 
when he was taken to Babylon, Daniel 1:1-2) – 621 BC

King Josiah killed in battle against Pharoah Necho II at Megiddo (2 Kings 
23:29; 2 Chron. 35:20-24).  Jehoahaz (3 mos), Josiah's son assumes the 
throne. Judah no longer a sovereign nation. - Spring, 609 BC

King Jehoiakim (609-598) is installed as king of Judah under the 
direction of Pharoah Necho II.  Jehoahaz lives in exile until he dies 
in Egypt. (2 Kings 23:31; 2 Chron. 36:1-4) – Summer, 609 BC

King Nabopolassar (621-605) becomes king of Babylon – 621 BC

Battle at Carchemish (Jer. 46:2-12), Babylon (led by Nebuchadnezzar) 
defeats the coalition of Egypt and Assyria. - Summer, 605 BC

King Nabopolassar dies, his son Nebuchadnezzar (605-
562) becomes king of Babylon. - Early Fall, 605 BC

1st Babylonian attack on Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:1; 2 Chron. 36:6) – 
Fall, 605 BC

2nd Babylonian attack on Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:10-17) – 597 BC

3rd Babylonian attack on Jerusalem, Solomon's 
Temple destroyed (2 Kings 25:1-21) – 586 BC

King Nebuchadnezzar dies in Babylon sometime during the first half 
of 562 BC.  Succeeded by his son, Evil-Merodach (562-560) – 562 BC

King Evil-Merodach is murdered, succeeded by his 
brother-in-law, Neriglissar (560-556) - 560BC

Cyrus the Great (559-530) becomes king of 
Persia, a growing power in the East. - 559 BC

King Neriglissar dies, succeeded by his son, 
Labeshi-Marduk (9 mos. in 556 BC) – 556 BC

King Labeshi-Marduk is murdered, succeeded by Nabonidus, 
son-in-law to Nebuchadnezzar (556-539). - 556 BC

King Nabonidus appoints his son, Belshazzar 
(553-539), as co-regent of Babylon. - 553 BC 

Babylon is captured by the Medes and the Persians; Darius 
the Mede (c. 539-537 BC) is set as ruler over Babylon by Cyrus 
the Great (559-530) of Persia. (Daniel 5:30-31) - Fall, 539 BC

1st Jewish return from exile under the edict given by King 
Cyrus the Great, ruler of all of Persia. (Ezra 1) – 536 BC

King Cyrus the Great dies in battle, succeeded 
by his son, Cambyses II (530-522). - 530 BC

Zerubbabel's Temple is completed in Jerusalem – 516 BC

2nd Jewish return from exile under Ezra's leadership – 458 BC

3rd Jewish return from exile under 
Nehemiah's leadership – 444 BC
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